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MR. RADENBERG: Today is October 23rd, 
2001. I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire 
Department, City of New York. I'm 
conducting an interview with -- 

PARAMEDIC GONZALEZ: Arturo Gonzalez at 
Battalion 8 and I'm paramedic 3675. 

MR. RADENBERG: This interview is being 
conducted at EMS Battalion 8 regarding the 
events of the morning of September 11th. 

The interview start time is 0634. 

A. We start with -- we received a call to 
go down to the World Trade Center. The exact 
time I don't know. It was about 8:40, 8:45, 
around there. When we responded down, we went 
down West Street. We saw building number one had 
fire on the top floor. You could see that right 
actually from 34th Street. 

Upon arrival we parked at West Street 
in front of One World Trade Center. That's where 
we stationed at. We took our equipment. We 
stayed there at least 24 minutes, more or less, 
give or take. 

The second explosion came in building 


number two, in that area. We didn't actually see 
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the plane, but we heard the explosion. We were 
told to go into that building, Merrill Lynch 
right there, the building in the lobby to set up 
the triage. 

As soon as we set up triage there, 
building number two went down, and all the 
windows in the Merrill Lynch lobby, they were all 
out. 

We ran out of that building, and we 
went to proceed to the next building that was 
across the street. I'm assuming that's the 
American Express building we ended up on. And we 
went in that building, and all the glass exploded 
in that building too. 

So we went out of that building and ran 
into the park that's behind the Winter Garden, in 
that area. It was too much smoke coming out of 
the whole area. 

We ran to the Stuyvesant High School, 
that I don't see in the map there. We stayed a 
few minutes there. People started running up 
West Street. Me and my partner that was -- we 
switched partners because my partner parted -- 


Rick Perez, we decided to go back and get the 
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MERV. The exact location should be right here. 
So I'm not sure which street this is, Merrill 
Lynch on the right side. 

Q. South side of the Merrill Lynch 
building. 

A. We picked up the MERV there because it 
was abandoned because of the collapse of the 
building. We proceeded eastbound to West Street, 
and we stationed at Vesey and West. We were told 
to stop and treat patients, because patients were 
coming out of the area. 

From that location, we stayed there all 
night up till 6:30 in the morning, 5:45 to 6:00 
in the morning to be precise, treating patients 
there and treating members of the service and all 
the departments. So during that time we saw -- 
mostly we saw maybe two patients, three patients. 

Then from there by mistake I took a 
walk up to this building here. I'm not sure what 
this is, one of these buildings, and there were 
154 elderly trapped in the basement -- not 
trapped but they wanted to get out. We had to 
relocate it back to my commander and see how we 


could get them out. We decided it was safer to 
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stay there. 

Then we went back to the MERV and just 
kept on treating patients all night, just back 
and forth. If you're asking for the time frame 
between the period of the plane crash and the 
second one and the building collapse, we were 
from the location into this building, switched to 
another building, ran to the park and then ran to 
Stuyvesant High School. Then we relocate to get 
the MERV. That's a big vehicle we had. 

When we were trying to proceed north, 
we were stopped at Vesey and West to treat 
patients, and we didn't move from that location 
all that time. 

Q. When you arrived here on West opposite 
number One World Trade -- 

A. Right. 

Q. -- aside from your partner, did you see 
anybody else there from EMS or the Fire 
Department that you recognized? Do you know the 
names? 

A. Not Fire Department. There were some 
Fire Department vehicles there. EMS, there were 


about four or five units there at that location, 
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standing there. 

Q. City units or privates? 

A. There was only one city unit, and the 
rest were voluntaries. 

Q. Do you recall what unit that was, the 
city unit? 

A. I think it was 7 Charlie. 

Q. 7 Charlie? 

A. Yes. 7 Charlie was the unit that was 
there, city unit. That's the only one I remember 
as a city unit. 

Q. Did you recognize the crew at all? 

A. Yeah, one of the crew members. No, 
both of them. I remember both. They're working 
here today, I think. They both were on the 
scene, yes. The others were voluntaries. 

Q. Any EMS officers that you recall there, 
lieutenants, captains? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Chiefs? 

A. There was Captain Stone. Chief 
Carrasquillo was there, Chief Kowalczyk. That's 
all I can remember offhand. At that time frame, 


those are the three I remember at the moment. In 
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the evening I saw most of the other chiefs, like 
Chief McCracken, the captains and all that stuff, 
Pinky. Lieutenant Albuerme was there too. But 
then the time frame from the plane crash and in 
that time, those are the three I remember. 

Q. When the building started coming down 
and you went into Merrill Lynch, Two World 
Financial, did everybody that was with you on 
West Street go in there, as far as you know? 

A. I can't remember, because there was so 
much panic and running, everybody was spread. I 
don't think everybody entered the building. I 
think some people just went up West Street and 
some people went out the other direction. They 
all were separating. 

We actually stayed about 20 minutes 
here watching people jumping out of the building. 
Actually they were jumping, landing on West 
Street. There was about 20 -- we watched about 
18 to 20 people jump out of the building, and 
they were landing on West Street or right in 
front of the World Trade Center. 

Q. The concourse? 


A. Yeah. They were just landing in front. 
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We could watch them and that's it. 

Then when the second plane crashed, the 
explosion, they decided to move us -- move 
further up. Somebody was screaming that another 
plane crashed. The next thing is we're in here 
but running out of all these buildings because of 
the explosion and the crashes that every building 
was creating and spreading all over the place. 

Most of the units disappeared and went 
up. I think what happened -- we're the only one 
that came back and picked up the MERV then stayed 
there. We were the only unit there for a while, 
up to maybe them, they came back to us. 

Q. Anything else you'd like to add, 
opinions? 

A. No. I mean, we were not expecting what 
happened there. They caught us by surprise. I 
just remember that one of the officers took all 
the keys to -- usually you park somewhere and the 
officer takes the keys. That officer was never 
found. Most of these vehicles were left on the 
scene because the reason is they didn't have the 
keys. 


Q. They didn't have the keys. 
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A. The officer that took the keys, we 
never found. I don't know who it was, but we 
never found them at that time period. Luckily 
Rick had a copy of the MERV, and we wanted to 
move slow but we had to stop because we were the 
only ambulance active at that moment, the MERV. 
They told us to stop and treat people, and that's 
where we stayed all night. 

Q. Okay. I thank you very much. 

MR. RADENBERG: The time is now 0643. 


The interview is concluded. 


